The tongue was in its natural position ; and the mucous membrane of the mouth of the natural colour. A pretty large fragment of butcher-meat was found between the fauces. On turning out the larynx and trachea, several portions of food were seen projecting from the glottis. Upon a further examination, the larynx and trachea, and about two inches of both bronchial tubes were found to be filled with articles of food, chiefly fragments of butcher-meat, of considerable size, which had apparently been swallowed whole.* The posterior parts of the lungs contained a large quantity of blood. The ventricles of the heart were nearly empty ; the left side greatly hypertropliied ; and the auriculo-ventricular opening so large as to admit five fingers. The mucous membrane of the posterior part of the cardiac end of the stomach was mottled with red points and minute extrava-sations of blood; but retained its natural transparency and thickness. The brain, which was rather softer than usual, was also more vascular, and on being sliced, presented numerous bloody points, appearances which were more distinctly marked in the cerebellum than in the cerebrum. In addition to the general character of the symptoms preceding death in this case, the paleness of the face, the quick pulse, and contracted pupils, &c. one circumstance will be observed in particular, which I think strongly confirms the opinion that death resulted from the operation of a narcotic poison. I refer to the circumstance that, even one hour, or an hour and a half before the death of the individual, he wasstill to a certain, although to a limited extent, capable of being roused, and displayed unequivocal signs of sensibility. This, so far as I am aware, has never been ob- the quantity of laudanum which had been taken; and the rapidity of the fatal termination, render it highly probable that the woman
